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Brothers in Harmony 
 
Everyone has heard of The Mills Brothers and The 
Osmonds, both of whom started by singing 
barbershop harmony and went on to gain 
international fame.  

But we think you might be surprised to learn how 
many singing brothers we find within the world of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
 

Singing is almost always a family affair passed 
down from generation to generation. There is no 
denying the positive impact it has on the lives of the 
young and impressionable kids as they develop into 
adults. This cannot be understated. 
 
There are also many motivations for performing on 
stage. The adrenalin rush, the applause and even the 
“chick magnet” factor all play, but when singing 
with your brother we must also recognize the 
internal competitive nature of singing with your 
sibling. 
   
Here are some well-known brothers in harmony past 
and present. We list them here alphabetically and 
apologize for any we overlooked. 
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Brooks 
Bobby, Chuck and Bill 
The Babbling Brooks began in 1956 with Bobby 
on tenor, dad (Earl) on lead, Chuck on bari and Bill 
on bass. They won the Johnny Appleseed District 
quartet contest that year. In 1957 the Babbling 
Brooks placed 7th at International. 

 
One of their early 
“hit” songs was 
This Little Piggy 
Went to Market, 
which they would 
introduce to the 
Society. 
 

They began in East Liverpool, Ohio singing around 
the house with their parents. Always a singing 
family, they recall that Dad knew all the old songs. 
Their grandmother, mother and aunt could all 
harmonize and play piano by ear. 
  
Chuck was 12 and Bill was 16 when they joined the 
local chapter. 
  
Through the years the brothers sang in several 
quartets and different combinations: 
  
The Pitch Pipers (their high school quartet) with 
Chuck and Bill. 
   
The Jolly Boys with Chuck on bari at the age of 15. 
   
The Four Larks with Bob and Dad. 
   
The Spring Singers with Bill on lead (while in 
Colorado in the service). They competed in Miami 
in 1955 and came in 17th. 

The Colonials with Chuck on lead and Bill on bass 
– won the 1959 JAD quartet championship. They 
placed 3rd in 1960, 8th in 1962 and 10th in 1963 and 
appear on an LP produced by Chord Records. 

The Trebletonics with Bob (bass), Chuck (lead)  
                              and Bill (bari) – FWD 2nd in 1970 
The Silvertones with Bill on lead – International                    
                               Senior Quartet Champs in 1988 
The Sands of Time – 2004 FWD Senior Champs  
                               Chuck on bari 
From the Top – currently active - Chuck on bari 
 
Their dad, Earl, passed away on June 4th, 2011 at the 
age of 100. Bill and Bob are retired from barbershop 
but Chuck is still going strong at the age of 75 and is 
a proud 63 year member of the Society. 
 

Buckner 
Kipp and Todd 
As part of a HUGE barbershop family, the Buckner 
brothers were destined to sing harmony ... it was 
simply a “way of life”. Although they never sang in a 
quartet together, both were “barbershop brats” and 
sang together with the Louisville Thoroughbreds 
when they won the gold in 1984. 
  
Kipp explains, “My mom 
and her sisters always sang 
in church and at parties. My 
dad sang in the Citations 
quartet, which traveled the 
w o r l d  a n d  w e r e 
international finalists twice. 
He also co-directed the 
Thoroughbreds which I 
joined when I was 14.” 
  
Todd was the tenor (and later bari)  of Tabasco 
Cats. They made it to the ‘95, ‘96 and ‘97 
International contests and placed as high as 21st. 
Todd does not sing much anymore. He is an airline 
pilot and spends what time he has at home with his 
wife and two daughters.  

   
 

Of course Kipp (tenor) 
has done pretty well in 
quartets. He won in 1987 
with Interstate Rivals, in 
1993 with Gas House 

Gang and just recently became only the 4th person 
to win as many as THREE quartet championships 
with the 2011 win of Old School. 
 
Todd, along with many other family members, was 
in Kansas City this past summer to see Kipp win. 

Todd (left) & Kipp (w/ hat)  

The Colonials - Bill Brooks (Bs), Chuck Brooks (L), 
Dale Keddie (Br), Jim Raffle (T) 1962 

The Babbling Brooks - Bobby 
(T), Earl (L), Bill (Bs), Chuck (Br) 
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Cain 

Jim and Tom 
Bari and Bass of The Stacked Deck, the popular 
Dixie District quartet champion in the ‘70s and ‘80s 
with 12 appearances at International. 
 
They began singing together in 1968 in their church 
group called the Baker’s Dozen (7 girls and 6 guys). 
Tom was 14 and Jim was 16. They performed for 
church events, school events and civic groups. 
 
Musically, there was no sibling rivalry. Jim explains: 
“We just both loved to sing and loved being with one 
another. We have been singing in the same quartet 
for 37 years.” 
 
Tom is still an active member of the Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama chapter - Crimson Pride Chorus. Jim just 
completed his move to California as part of their 
recovery from the tornado that destroyed their home. 
 
Jim tells us, “I plan to make visits back to Alabama 
this coming year so The Stacked Deck can finally 
compete in the seniors division of the Dixie District 
in the Fall of 2012.” 
 
 

Clause 
John and Don 
John and Don Clause began singing together in the 
early ‘50s. John was 27 and Don was only 18. Don 
explains, “We would always sing around the table 
after dinner. Mom on tenor, dad on bass, John sang 
lead and I would try to fill in anything that fit the 
harmony.” 
 
Don remembers no sibling rivalry or pressure to sing 
because his older brother did. The brothers simply 
“loved to sing together”. 

“The very first song we sang together in competition 
was a song I had written about a month after our 
dad died. It was called, ‘Gee, How I Miss My Dad’. 
We sang it once in competition, it scored real well, 
but there was too much emotion involved. We never 
sang it again.” 

Don sang bari in the Hometown quartet. At 
International they placed 15th in 1956 (with Don on 
lead) / 6th in 1957 and 3rd in 1958. His brother John 
sang lead in the Home Town Troubadours in 1962, 
placing 18th at International with Don on bari. 
 
Don is well known as the coach of champions. He 
guided the Dealer’s Choice, Bluegrass Student 
Union and many others to gold medals as well as 
directed the Big Apple Chorus. 
  
Both also coached a quartet that included three of 
their children, which made appearances on the 
Jimmy Dean TV show and Arthur Godfrey’s radio 
show. 
  
John passed away about 15 years ago. Don is no 
longer singing but continues to direct and coach. 
 
Dragoo 
Frank and Dwight 
These brothers sang in three top quartets in the very 
early years of quartet competition. 
 
Frank sang with the Harmony Kings and placed 
4th in 1941, 4th in 1942, 6th in 1943. 9th in 1944. 
 
OC Cash once described Dwight as being among the 
top barbershop tenors. He sang tenor with the 
Capitol City Four in 1939 and 1941 placing 
SECOND and 5th. In 1941 and 1942. Frank sang 
bari with the Harmony Kings and placed 4th both 
times.  In 1942 and ’43 Dwight sang tenor with the 
Whiz Candy Makers (10th and 24th), He also  

Home Town Troubadours - Don Clause (Br), Art 
Srica (Bs), John Clause (L) and Frank Tortorelli (T) 1962 

The Stacked Deck - Fred Braswell (T), Ron 
Montgomery (L), Tom Cain (Bs) and Jim Cain (Br) 1977 
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placed 23rd in ’43 with the Capitol City Four and his 
son Eugene. And finally, he placed 35th in 1944 
with the Whiz Candy Makers. 
 

Eugene sang bari in 1941 when the Capitol City 
Four placed 5th (with Dwight) and 23rd in 1943. 
 
Yes, it was not uncommon for men to sing in 
multiple quartets in these early, invitational contests. 

Ditchfield 
Nathanael, Michael and David 
My Three Sons are a 
popular quartet from 
Florida. They come 
from a very musical 
family and perform 
professionally as part 
of the Ditchfield 
Family Singers. 
 
While the quartet is 
v e r y  a c t i v e 
performing quartet 
shows and singing as 
a quartet during all of 
the “Family” shows, David (T), Michael (L), and 
Nathanael (Br) have been singing with their dad, 
Stephen on bass as the quartet since 1998. That was 
the year that they officially formed and won the 
2003 Sunshine District Quartet Championship. 
 
They competed at the 2004 Louisville International 
and came in 49th. 
 
In 2005 they concentrated their efforts on competing 
in Salt Lake City with the Sarasota Chorus of the 
Keys under Stephen's direction when the chorus 
qualified for International for the first time in their 
55-year history. It was quite a feat with the average 
age over 70! 
 
In the 2006 Indianapolis International contest My 
Three Sons placed 34th. They have not competed in 
Society contests since 2006 but remain actively 
performing. 
  

For availability, rates and performance options  
call Bernice: (941) 923-2013 

bookings@ditchfieldfamilysingers.com 
www.ditchfieldfamilysingers.com/ 

My Three Sons - first “paid 
gig”. Nathanael (Br / 23), David 

(T / 8), Michael (L / 9), and 
Stephen (Bs) 
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Evans 

Jack, Pres, Turk, George, and Clary 
1960 International quartet champions, The Evans 
Quartet 
 
The Evans Quartet was from a dedicated Mormon 
family from Salt Lake City. When they won the 
International quartet championship in Dallas on June 
25, 1960 the quartet had already been singing 
together for 34 years. The group consisted of nine 
different men spanning a total of 55 years. 
 
The Evans Quartet first formed in 1926 when Turk, 
George, Pres and Clary began singing around the 
community when they were 7, 9, 11 and 13.  A 
highlight for their youthful group was getting the 
opportunity to sing for Charles Lindbergh during his 
triumphant tour after his solo crossing of the 
Atlantic. 

They performed on the Ed Sullivan Show in 1958 
and made an appearance on the Lawrence Welk 
Show in 1960. They met and performed for 
Meredith Willson and turned down his invitation to 
join the road tour of The Music Man. They even 
played Carnegie Hall. 
 
Fortino 

Mark and John  
Mark (lead) and John (bari) may be the brothers 
with the MOST appearances on the International 
contest stage – 17 at last count. All were consecutive 
with the exception of 2009 (they decided to scratch 
from Anaheim because their tenor's baby girl was 
born). 
   
They have been in three top quartets, all representing 
the Central States District and have qualified for the 
big stage from 1994 through 2011 with such 
foursomes as 12th Street Rag (1994 CSD champs 
and 2006 CSD BOTY), High Definition (2007 CSD 
champs) and most recently Voices Unlimited (2011 
CSD Champs). Their highest position has been 11th 
place, missing the top 10 by only .2 percentage 
points. 
  
Their parents were singers and were very involved in 
the music ministry at their church. Their 30 years of 
singing together started in St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Joplin (the one recently destroyed by the 
devastating tornado). 
  
They were about 10 years old when they first heard 
those chords ring and it was 1984 when it all began. 
Mark was 17 and John was 20 when they joined the 
Society. 
  
Mark says, “We attended our first rehearsal 
together and later before the evening ended we were 
in our first quartet. After Class (later 1984 CSD 
novice quartet champions) was born that night! (The 
quartet name came from Bluegrass Student Union’s 

The Evans Boys w/ their Dad Oscar “Doc” Evans 
L to R - Dad holding Jack, George, Turk, Pres & Clary 

12th Street Rag - Rick Kready (T), Mark Fortino (L), 
Keith Schweer (Bs) and John Fortino (Br) 1994 

The Evans Quartet - 1960 International Quartet Champs  
Turk (T),  Pres (L), Gene Smith (Br). Jack (Bs) 
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album. We wore their albums out!!!)” 
 
“All of my vocal training has been through the 
barbershop society. I really didn't sing much before 
barbershop. John was the soloist in the family. He 
only put me on lead because he knew I wouldn’t be 
able to handle baritone. Heck, I could barely sing 
lead. Some people would say that hasn't 
changed!  :)” 
 
This past district contest was their 50th contest 
together and it proved to be their third district 
championship. 
 
Their dad, Ron, joined the Society only six years 
ago at the age of 73 when they all moved to Kansas 
City. 
 
Mark admitted, “The stage will always be a 
comfortable place for us as long as we are together. 
I can't imagine what our lives would have been like 
without barbershop over these past 27 years.” 
 
“We still dream of a day when we will break into the 
Top 10, medal, or even take home the Gold! But 
regardless we will never stop living a dream as long 
as we are singing together as brothers.” 

  
Gassman 

John and Larry 
These twins started singing together around 1968 at 
the age of 13. While their parents sang around the 
home they were not a driving influence aside from 
encouraging them. There was also not much of a 
sibling rivalry. 

John tells us, “We love singing together whether it 
was at Harmony College or for 33 years with the 
Whittier, California Choralaires and now with Brea 
Gaslight chorus and also in our quartet Four 
Fifteen” (Bryan Forbes (T), Larry (L), John (Br), 
Frank Gilb (Bs). 
  
Their quartet just finished in the top ten at the FWD 
contest for the second time. 
  
The brothers have emceed lots of chapter shows and 
contests at the division, district, and international 
prelim levels. They were presenters in Anaheim 
2009 for the International Chorus contest. 
  
Each has also served as chapter music vice president 
and served as chapter president and has been 
recognized as the chapter barbershopper of the year 
They are also members of the Whittier Hall of Fame 
and have received the FWD President’s Award. 
 
John happily admits “We'll always be singing!” 
 

Guyton 
Chad, Brandon and Chase 
Chad and Brandon are the lead and bari of 1996 
collegiate and 2002 International quartet champion 
Four Voices (a first).  
 
Younger brother, Chase sings bari with his college 
quartet, The Vigilantes (second place 2011) and 
even auditioned for American Idol making it as far 
as the top 50 that year. Brandon won his second gold 
medal with Crossroads in 2009. 

Four Fifteen - John (Br), Frank Gilb (Bs),  
Larry (L), Bryan Forbes (T) 

Four Voices 1996 Collegiate Quartet Champs  
Brandon Guyton (Br), Chad Guyton (L),  
Jayson Van Hook (Bs), Lester Rector (T) 
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There are six brothers total in the Guyton house: 
Chad, Brandon, Chase, Jordon, Dustin and 
Andrew. Growing up they were greatly influenced 
by their mom, Iris who “sang all the time”. 

 
Other members of the family 
were musical as well. As 
members of the Church of 
God, music was an everyday 
thing. In a house of full of 
boys, singing together is one 
of the things you did to have 
fun. When the whole family 
got together “it was like a 
Ga i the r  Homecoming 
special.” 
 

They would jokingly call themselves, The 
GuyTones. The older brothers were encouraging to 
the rest to get involved and they would sing a lot of 
tags but not without a little sibling rivalry. Often, the 
older boys would “help” the younger ones stay on 
pitch with stern looks and even a tug on their ear to 
pull them up on pitch. 
 
Brandon got involved in barbershopping while in 
high school and passed it on to the rest. 
 
In 1998, with their involvement, the Cleveland, 
Tennessee chapter (The Highland Harmony 
Chorus) chartered. The director was Ron Weaver 
assisted by Brandon and Chad. 
 
They started to get serious when Four Voices won 
the collegiate quartet contest in 1996. Then in 2002 
they became the first college champ to win the 
International quartet gold medals. Chase is hoping to 
match that with The Vigilantes, who came in 
second in 2011 in the international collegiate 
contest.  

Hale 

Mark, Christopher and Jonathan 
Mark is the lead of Michigan Jake 2001 
International quartet champs. Christopher was the 
original tenor and won a silver medal with the 
quartet in 1998. Mark is also the former lead of 
Masterpiece (6th in 2009) and gold medal director 
of the Santa Fe Springs, California Masters of 
Harmony (MOH, under Mark’s direction as the 
2002, 2005, 2008, 2011 chorus champions). 

Chase singing for 
American Idol judges 

The Vigilantes - Adam Murphy (T), Ian Galvin (L), 
Jackson Pinder (Bs) and Chase Guyton (Br) 2011 

The original Michigan Jake - Christopher Hale (T), 
Mark Hale (L), Greg Hollander (Bs), Gary Davis (Br) 
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The brothers started singing at the early age of 8 
(Mark) and 5 (Christopher) and would harmonize as 
their mother played piano, mostly hymns. Their 
older sister, Valerie, also took part and sang duets 
with mom. They all sang in the car on trips but 
performed in public very rarely. Their other brother, 
Jonathan, sang with them as kids but moved to 
other non-singing interests. He played the tuba in 
band. 
  
The kids rarely “performed” for family events or any 
public events. Both parents were music teachers so 
music in the home was common. They didn’t start 
barbershopping until Mark (16) joined the local 
chapter in Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. Chris joined 
a few years later at 15. 
  
Mark eventually moved to The Thoroughbreds, 
then he and David Harrington started the 
Louisville Times chorus in 1991, and Michigan 
Jake came a few years later. 

Masters of Harmony 2002 champs - Mark Hale director 
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Chris sings lead in a quartet of all music ministers 
named One Accord. They recently placed 4th in the 
Carolinas District (NSC) contest. 
 
Mark is not currently in an active quartet but is very 
active as a MUSIC judge and director of MOH – 
YOUR current International chorus champs. 
 

Hall 

Ray and Gordon 
Bari and bass of the Harmony Halls, our 1944 
International quartet champions. The quartet was an 
offshoot of the Hall family of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  When the Michigan Chapter No. 4 
chartered with the Society, there were several of the 
six Hall brothers in membership. 
  
They started a quartet called the Hall Brothers. This 
foursome included John “Slim” Peterson singing 
tenor, Harold Hall on lead, Raymond W. “Curley” 
Hall performing baritone duties and Gordon Hall 
singing bass.  The tenor assignment changed to 
Frank Clark, and this second version of the Hall 
Brothers competed in the Society's 1942 
International Contest held in their home town of 

Grand Rapids. They placed 15th. 
  
After the contest, Ray (aka. “Curley”) and Gordon 
wanted to approach their singing more seriously and 
paired with tenor singer Edwin J. “Ed” Gaikema 
and Robert D. “Bob” Hazenberg who sang the lead 
part. These four men from Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
organized on March 10, 1943, and called their newly 
formed group the Harmony Halls. 
 
The Hall family had a history of music.  The 
brothers’ grandfather was the bass in a quartet that 
sang during the presidency of Abraham Lincoln. 
Their father, Herbert “Pop” Hall, was a chorister 
and quartet singer who passed the love of harmony 
on to his sons. 
  
In March, 1943, the quartet competed for the first 
time at the Michigan District Quartet Contest in 
Muskegon and won. 
  
They competed in the Society's 1943 International 
Contest where they placed fifth.  The following year, 
the field of competing quartets at the Detroit-hosted 
International Contest was the largest to date with 58 
groups vying for the gold medal. 

The men of the Harmony Halls were very service-
oriented toward the Society and its membership. 
They referred to themselves as “Everybody's 
Champion” and worked hard to avail themselves to 
others. 
  
The quartet remained active up to the death of Ray 
Hall on September 20, 1963 at the age of 61. Ray 
was enthusiastic as a quartet member and labeled the 
“singingest” bari in the whole organization. Gordon 
Hall died April 25, 1994. He was 84. 

One Accord - Butch King (Br), Steve Skinner (Bs), Chris 
Hale (L), David Satterwhite (T),  

The Harmony Halls - 1944 Champs - Bob Hazenberg 
(L), Ed Gaikema  (T), Ray Hall (Br), Gordon Hall (Bs) 

The Harmony Halls take their final bow on 
the contest stage before being named champs 
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Jim and Larry 
Tenor and lead of Far Western District’s 95 North 
(28th in 2011). They have sung together on the 
International stage 12 times in three quartets with 
the others being Stardust (7X) and Prime Time 
(4X). 
 
Jim tells us, “Larry began singing in the 
Minneapolis Commodores at 13 years of age 
(1978). He was in barbershop for five years by the 
time I started at age 10 (1983). We sang in the 
Commodores and then became charter members of 
the Great Northern Union in 1985. 
 
Larry sang in a number of quartets but I was too 
young and shy until I was around 18 or 19. That is 
when we sang in our first quartet together. We have 
been singing together in some group now for 20 
years and have no intentions of stopping. 
 
Our father is a guy that just loves to sing. He used to 
sing with the different USO bands that would come 
around wherever he was stationed in the Army. It 
was actually one of our older brothers, Arville, who 
was the real singer in the family. He found out about 
the Commodores from our church choir director and 
fell in love with it. Unfortunately, his night classes 
interfered with his ability to join but his enthusiasm 
sparked an interest in our Dad, who joined the 
Commodores in 1977. The rest is history. 
 
Larry and I are two of four brothers, Larry and I 
being the youngest (Jim, 39, Larry, 47, Arville, 55 
and Michael 60). Larry and I have always been very 
close and took to barbershop while the other two 
were never as interested (even though Arv gets the 
credit for starting all this). Both Mike and Arv were 
phenomenal singers, so I think the rivalry was 
always about Larry and me living up to their 
expectations, which isn't always easy with siblings. 

We truly love each other and there has never been a 
better way to share our bond than when we suit up 
with two other guys or stand on the risers in a 
chorus and share that mutual admiration with each 
other and the audience. 
 
As a kid I always wanted to sing with him in a 
quartet but was just a little young or not yet ready 
vocally. When the time came to finally sing together, 
it was a mutual desire to sing with one another. 
 
Honestly, I could never have planned a better 
experience in my life than discovering barbershop 
and being able to share it with my best friend 
(besides my wife, of course). 
 
Larry and I still currently sing in the FWD quartet 
95 North and as long as we are able we will be 
singing together. We have both had opportunities to 
sing on our own but have never taken them. We may 
never win a gold medal but if that day ever comes 
there is no one else in the world that I want to share 
that experience with than my brother. 
 
Our oldest brother Michael lives in Las Vegas with 
us and our brother Arv still lives with his family and 
our Dad in Minnesota. We try to see each other as 
often as possible and maybe one day we will get all 
four together to ring a few chords for our Dad. 

Halvorson 

Prime Time - Jim Halvorson (T), Steve McDonald (Bs), 
Larry Halvorson (L), Bob Albachten (Br) 

95 North - Jim Halvorson (T), Larry Halvorson (L), Mike 
Stewart (Bs), Nick Pizzo (Br) 2011 
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Gary and Jack 
The tenor and bari of the 1972 International quartet 
champions Golden Staters. They sang on the 
International stage eight times and never placed 
lower than 7th place. They won the FWD quartet 
championship in 1963. 
  

Jack said: “I grew up singing. When I was six I 
somehow got connected with department store 
fashion shows. I was modeling children’s clothes 
and someone got the idea of having me sing a song 
while modeling the clothes. So I would come out and 
sing ‘Popeye The Sailor’ or ‘The Good Ship 
Lollipop’. While I was in junior high I joined the 
Pasadena Boys’ Choir. We had to audition and it 
was a big deal in town. There were 125 boys in the 
choir but we also had smaller groups who got to do 
jobs for pay (sometimes a whole dollar). I was one 
of 10 who did most of these jobs” 
  
The Hardings co-owned and managed a San Gabriel 
Chevy dealership founded by their father. 
  
When Gary was invited to a barbershop chapter 
meeting in 1959, Jack said ... “Hey, I like to sing!” 
so he went too. They visited the Arcadia chapter. 
The first night they were hooked and signed up on 
the spot. 
  
I think one of the reasons Jack and I got along so 
well is that there was a six year difference in our 
ages. Growing up he had his friends and I had mine. 
We didn’t do a great many things together. The 
irony is we always seemed to end up doing the same 
things. It seemed like our lives were both aimed in 
the same direction. 
  
Jack Harding died August 25, 2003 at the age of 71. 
Gary (74) lives in Oklahoma with his wife, Sue. 

Mike, Jeff, David and Doug 
(David and Doug as lead and bari of Second Edition 
- 1989 International quartet champs , and all four as 
international medalists The Harrington Brothers). 
These famous brothers have made quite an impact 
on the Barbershop Harmony Society. 

The Harrington Brothers started performing in 
public in 1972 (Doug 4, David 5, Mike 8, and Jeff 
9), singing gospel music in churches until 1977 
when Mike’s voice changed. 
 
David explains: “When that happened, our mom 
(our coach) announced “we have a bass” and 
immediately looked for barbershop music. Doug 
sang tenor, David sang lead, Jeff sang baritone and 
Mike sang bass. 
 
“Our grandmother on our mother’s side was a child 
prodigy, playing the piano at the age of 3. She was 
also a singer. She actually had her own radio show 
by age 9. She stopped touring to start a family in 
1938.” 
 
“Our mother is her oldest daughter and she majored 
in voice and minored in piano in college. Both our 
mother and grandmother are our initial inspirations,   

Harding 

Golden Staters - Gary Harding (T), Milt Christensen 
(L), Mike Senter (Bs), Jack Harding (Br)  

Harrington 

Harrington Brothers 
Doug (T), David (L), Jeff (Br), Mike (Bs)  

Harrington Brothers with Mom and Dad 1977 
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teachers and coaches. 
Our father is not a 
singer per se, but he 
CAN sing in tune and 
was very supportive of 
the Harrington 
Brothers.” 

 
Musically, was there any 
sibling rivalry? “We 
encouraged each other 
when singing together. 
That's not to say we never 
disagreed from time to time (hey, we’re brothers!) 
but we all just loved it. Singing together was 
something we just did and loved to do. Some 
brothers might like to go fishing together ... we liked 
to sing together.” 

“Although our barbershop ‘career’ as Harrington 
Brothers ended in 1985, we continued singing 
together. We performed for 2 years at the Carolina 
Opry, we performed in Nashville, traveled as guest 
entertainers on eight different cruise lines, and 
performed on tour with two different Music Man 
productions companies, as the School Board.” 

Where Are They Now? 
Jeff lives in Florida, Mike lives in Kentucky, David 
lives in Oregon and Doug lives in Sweden. David 
and Doug are both still very active in music. 
  
David is a well known arranger 
and coach www.studioDH.com. He and 
his wife Holly (a four-time 
region champion) have two 
daughters who love to sing 
together – Sylvia, age 9, who 
was an SAI regional quartet 
champion tenor at age 7, and 
Lena, age 7, who was an SAI 
sixth place regional quartet tenor 
at age 5.  www.paperdollsquartet.com 

  
Doug is a coach and 
producer of vocal music. 
www.dougharrington.com  He also is 
the founder and director of 
zero8, a popular, award-
winning men’s choir based 

in Stockholm. They placed 7th in the 2009 Anaheim 
International chorus contest.  
   
Doug’s wife Suzanne is a 
two-time SAI Queen of 
Harmony wi th  The 
Growing Girls in 1989 and 
Swinglish Mix in 2003. 
They have two boys who 
also love to sing together – 
Jack, age 10, who attends 
the Adolf Fredrik's Music 
School (http://afmu.nu/) 
and Tom, age 6, who also 
loves to play the drums. 

The ‘80s 
the Decade of the Harringtons 

International Competition 

1981 Harrington Bros  10th 

1982  Harrington Bros  7th 

1984  Harrington Bros  4th 

1985  Harrington Bros  4th 

1987 Second Edition 2nd 

  1988* Second Edition  2nd  

1989 Second Edition FIRST  
* 20 points from 1st 

Doug and David won the International quartet 
contest with Second Edition in 1989. 
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The Harris Triplets 
Anthony (Tony), Bernard (Barney) 
and Charles (Chuck) 
 
One of the most unique and interesting sets of 
brothers in the Barbershop Harmony Society’s 
history has to be the Harris Triplets. 
   
Yes we said ... Identical TRIPLETS. 
  
They were born on March 7th, 1941 in Muncie, 
Indiana to Joe and Louise Harris. They are 
Anthony, Bernard and Charles Harris (or for 
convenience sake - A, B and C). 
  
It was a highly unusual event to have triplets born in 
those days so the local media had a field day with 
the good news. Carnation Milk Company put them 
on their calendar and provided free powdered milk 
for a year, a local lumber yard made them cribs and 
another company even donated diapers. 

Their father, Joe, was an avid barbershopper with 
the Muncie, Indiana chapter so it wasn’t long before 
they were singing as a trio ... Tony (lead), Barney, 
(bari) and Chuckie (tenor). 
   
The chapter adopted them as “mascots” (too young 
to join) and they appeared (first in ’47) on almost 
every chapter show. It wasn’t long before they 
became fine singers and seasoned performers.  
 
It’s fair to say they became a musical phenomenon.   

As early as 1948 they began appearing on radio and 
TV broadcasts - including talent shows. They were 
so popular that they made numerous appearances on 
Cincinnati’s Ruth Lyons Show. They also qualified 
for the Ted Mack Amateur Hour in ‘48 and 
performed on the New York City based nation-wide 
broadcast lasting three weeks. 
 
Their repertoire included 
s u c h  b a r b e r s h o p 
s tandards  as  I ’m 
Confessin’ That I Love 
You,  Ain’t She Sweet, 
Daddy Get Your Baby 
Out Of Jail, Sittin’ on 
Top Of The World, Carry Me Back To Old Virginny, 
I Don’t Know Why I Love You Like I Do and Abide 
With Me. 
 
They were scheduled to perform on the Arthur 
Godfrey Show, but all three brothers contracted the 
measles on the way out east and had to stay with 
relatives for a few weeks to recuperate. 
Unfortunately that opportunity did not come their 
way again. 
 
As young men, they sang all over. They rode on  

How Many In Your Quartet? 

The Harris Triplets (age 4) with their mother, Louise, and their 
THREE sisters, Joey Lou (10), Jacque (9) and Rosie (7) The boys with Dad 1943 
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trains quite a bit in those days to get to 
performances. Along the way they ran into several 
famous groups like The Andrew Sisters, The 
Chordettes, Ink Spots and The Mills Brothers. 
 
The Mills Bros were under contract, and were not 
allowed to “sing as a group” unless they were in 
rehearsal, or performing. So, they taught the triplets 
their parts - one at a time. It wasn’t long before the 
kids were able sing the Mills Bros songs and 
harmonies FOR the Mills Bros right there on the 
train. 
 
They (officially) joined the Society in 1957 at age 
16. All three received their 50-year Society 
membership pins in 2007. 

By 1958 they formed a quartet with their dad called 
Three Lads and Dad. They went on to perform for 
many years and gained quite a reputation as real 
“crowd-pleasers” 
 
They entered and placed 6th in the 1959 Indiana/
Kentucky District Fall contest.  
 
The Harris boys believed in supporting their chapter 
and decided against “venturing out”. Instead, they 
stayed in the area singing with their dad and 
supporting the Muncie, Indiana chapter all those 
years. Some say they could have made a great name  

for themselves had they wanted that. 
  
The Harris Triplets have been singing together for 
over 60 years and LOVE barbershop!  
  

Anthony and Chuck are still actively singing with 
the Magic City Music Men of the Muncie, Indiana 
chapter. Tony recently moved to Florida and 
Bernard sings with the Stone Mountain Chorus in 
Decatur, Georgia. 
  
Tony has been chapter Treasurer, Program VP and, 
following in his dad’s footsteps, was also director of 
the Magic City Music Men. He was also named 
1992 chapter Barbershopper of the Year. 

Their father, Joe, died in 1991 at the age of 82. 
 
Chuck and Tony sang with City Limits, a Cardinal 
District senior quartet representative at the Biloxi 
Mid-Winter contest in 2004. Chuck is still active in 
a quartet, SoundAffect, and sings baritone. 

SoundAffect City Limits 

With these men, the passion for 
singing a cappella harmony is as 

strong today as ever. 
Tony Millspaugh - friend & MCMM director 
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Allen and Kenny Ray  
Tenor and lead of  Bluegrass Student Union – 1978 
International quartet champs 
 

“Oh, when them cotton balls get rotten,  
you can’t pick a-very much cotton  

in them ol’ cotton fields back home. 
It was down in Louisiana, just about a mile from Texarkana,  

in them ol’ cotton fields back home.” 
 
Kenny remembers; That’s my favorite part of the 
first song I ever sang (not including Christmas 
Carols). It was a 1961 folk hit recorded by The 
Highwaymen, and I learned to sing it by rote at the 
age of five from my older brother, Allen, because I 
thought he was cool. (I was right about that.) 
 
We were born a year and a half apart, and we were 
playmates until he went off to the first grade. I would 
wait on the front porch for Allen to come home, and 
he would teach me everything he had learned in 
school that day. 
 
In high school, Allen 
and some fellow-
members of the 
march ing  band 
formed a rock band 
( w i t h  h o r n s ) , 
patterned after Blood Sweat & Tears and Chicago 
Transit Authority. We shared a bedroom growing 
up, so I was in a position to observe his commitment 
to excellence in that endeavor. He would sing his 
tunes into a reel-to-reel tape recorder, and would 
listen and critique himself. After a few months of 
doing that every day, he was quite the popular rock  

& roll singer, and always got the girl. He was cool, 
and I wanted to be like him. 
  
Allen went off to college, and was selected as the 
singer with the jazz ensemble. That same year, Rick, 
Dan and I formed the Bluegrass Student Union 
with an older fellow-Thoroughbred, Paul Morris. 
We sang together for only six months, but Allen 
heard us perform on the annual chapter show. When 
he transferred back home after his first year, we re-
formed the quartet. As the older brother, and with 
his experience, it seemed natural that Allen would be 
the lead, and I would 
sing tenor, but Rick had 
the best ear in the group, 
and insisted that it 
should be the other way 
‘round. Allen and I 
struggled with that role 
reversal for a couple of 
years until we met our 
Coach, Don Clause.  
  
After that, Allen and I didn’t argue anymore about 
how to sing a phrase. Whenever we disagreed, we 
simply did it Don’s way, and the quartet grew a lot 
more efficient. We sang in a few shows and contests, 
and before we knew it, our quartet retired 33 years 
later.  

 
Among other things, 
Kenny Ray has gone 
on to sing in a few 
competition quartets 
(Daddy-Ohs! / The 
Exchange / The 
Sensations) as well 

as perform a solo night club act of standards and 
Chilton Price originals. He produced three 
outstanding solo CDs.  
  
 
 
Allen currently directs 
the New Horizon 
Chorus and the Derby 
City Chorus (5 - time 
Harmony, Inc. Int’l 
Champions). 

Hatton 

Bluegrass Student Union - Kenny Hatton (L), Allen 
Hatton (T), Dan Burgess (Br), Rich Staab (Bs) 
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Harmony, Inc. Area 4 Director 
Beth Montgomery (L) presents 
the Area 4 championship plaque 

to Derby City director Allen 
Hatton (C) and president 

Leanne Bowles (R). 

Kenny maintains, “We 
remain close today, 
and yes, he is still very 
cool.” 
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Henry 

Rob and Jim 
Bari and bass of The Gas House Gang 1993 
International quartet champions. Jim won again with 
Crossroads in 2009. 
 
He also directed the St. Charles, Missouri 
Ambassadors of Harmony to two chorus 
championships (2004, 2009). 
 
Hunkin 

Jeff and Will 
The tenor and bari of the popular Musical Island 
Boys of Wellington, New Zealand have taken the 
States by storm. Representing Tawa College, they 
entered the Society’s Collegiate Quartet Contest and 
placed 3rd two years in a row. They won the gold in 
2006, becoming the first non-American quartet to 
become the Collegiate Quartet Champs. They went 
on to impress everyone and gain fame by placing 
10th in 2009, 4th in 2010 and most recently earning 
the silver in 2011 in the “big boys” quartet contest. 

Will explains, “Jeff and I started singing together 
around 1992. I would have been 6, Jeff around 4 or 
5. We started singing with my eldest sister Henri, 
and we sang three part harmony around a guitar 
with my dad, who was also a musician. 
 
Parents were a major factor in our early musical 
influence, mostly our dad. He is a songwriter, and 
got us to sing some of his songs. He is a great 
guitarist, and used to create lovely melodies which 
we'd all harmonize around (he'd teach us the 
harmonies).  
 
We’d sing a lot in front of family and friends 
whenever we had family gatherings, so we had 
exposure singing in front of audiences from a very 
young age. We attended a Catholic primary school 
as well, and sang a lot of songs every week, both in 
assemblies and church, so were surrounded by 
music in our early years. 
 
During our intermediate years (1997 through 1999) 
we sang in school choirs and because of our 
experience we were usually picked to sing solos in 
small harmony groups.  
 
I remember that before we ever sang in a 
barbershop quartet (we started properly in high 
school) we actually sang barbershop in an Octet in 
Intermediate around 1998. We sang a verse of “Mr. 
Sandman”, with Jeff on tenor and me on baritone. It 
was tough to tune compared to three parts and we 
were thinking “How do all these random parts 
manage to fit themselves together??” We were 11 
and 12 at the time. 
 
Little did we know how much of it we would be 
singing in the future!” 
 
The Musical Island Boys plan to continue and hope 
to be competing in Portland next summer. 

Gas House Gang - Rob Henry (Br), Jim Henry (Bs), 
Rich Knight (L), Kipp Buckner (T) 
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Kohl and Kyle 
Bari and Bass of Cardinal District’s current 
champion Instant Classic and international 
competitor Heatwave. 
 
Kyle states, “A sibling rivalry? Only lovingly. We’re 
really a team, and always have been or have been 
very supportive of each other.” 
 
Both parents are singers but Kyle didn’t do anything 
singing-wise in school, but he DID join the Society 
at age 10. Kyle medaled with his dad Scott in a 
district quartet in 1998, then started singing with 
Kohl in 2005 (Kyle was 19, Kohl was 13). In 
Heatwave they sang with their dad on tenor and lead 
Jeff Wallace, previously the lead of the top-ten 
quartet Matrix. They placed 36th in 2010 in 
Philadelphia. 
 
Today, Kohl is a freshman at Ball State University 
and Kyle graduated from there two years ago with a 
degree in Music Technology. 
 
Dad is a veteran quartetter; In addition to Heatwave, 
he has appeared on the International stage eight 
times (with Classic Ring, Black Tie Affair, 
Chicago Nights, and Infinity). He is also a two- 

Scott, Todd and Aaron 
Kidder and Sons Inc. were 1987 Far Western 
District quartet champions with Todd (T), Aaron 
(L), Scott (Br) and Don (their dad on Bass). That 
year they made their first appearance on the 
International stage and placed an impressive 17th. 
 
Aaron and Todd began singing as a duet (with 
ukuleles) around 1965 when they were about 5 and 9 
years old respectively.  Scott joined them about a 
year later (at age 5).  The “Kidder Kids” started 
performing in the Washington, D.C. area where their 
dad (Don) was a Major in the USAF and director of 
the Prince George's County, MD Chapter. 
 
It wasn't until 1969 when Don was transferred to the 
Philippines that Kidder and Sons, Inc. was born.  
Their ages at that time were: Aaron - 12, Todd - 9, 
and Scott - 8. 
 
Scott remembers, “My earliest recollections of 
going to barbershop contests and shows where my 
dad was either directing his chorus or performing in 
a quartet. Many nights I went to sleep to the sounds 
of a quartet rehearsing in the other room. While my 
mom (Laurel) never sang in an organized society, 
she was, and still is, a very good singer and can 
harmonize with the best of them.” 

Heatwave - Kohl Kitzmiller (Br), Kyle Kitzmiller (Bs), 
Jeff Wallace (L), Scott Kitzmiller (T) 

Kitzmiller  

Instant Classic - Kohl Kitzmiller (Br), Kyle Kitzmiller 
(Bs), Theo Hicks (L), David Zimmerman (T)  

Kidder 

time Cardinal District champ with Black Tie Affair 
(’94) and Intermission Riff (’99).  
 
The brothers continue the Kitzmiller family 
tradition; they just won the Cardinal District contest 
last month with their college quartet, Instant 
Classic. 

The Kidder Kids - Todd (T), Aaron (L) and Scott (Br) 
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Todd tells the story, “We discovered the beauty (and 
value) of harmony at an early age. Not long after 
Scott joined Aaron and me in the Kidder Kids, we 
recruited a neighbor for Halloween, Dad taught us a 
tag using the words, “It's Halloween and time for 
trick or treat,” and we set out, dressed as a 
Barbershop Quartet. We got enough candy that year 
to last several seasons and had a blast.” 

 
Kidder and Sons, Inc. 
won the first competition 
they ever competed in.  
However, it was not a 
barbershop contest - it 
was, in fact, a talent 
search for the armed 
forces while stationed in 
the Philippines.  They 
were  se l ec t ed  to 
represent the US Air 
Force on the Ed Sullivan 

Show in March of 1971. 
 
“There has really been no 
sibling rivalry whatsoever. 
Todd and I are each 
other's most staunch 
supporters.  We had the 
thrill of being able to sing 
t o g e t h e r  a g a i n  i n 
“VocalEase” (2007 FWD 
Champs) for a few years. 
But as is often the case, a 
long distance quartet with 
high aspirations is very difficult to keep together. 
Scott tells us, “I consider all of my family to be my 
‘best friends’ (along with honorary ‘Kidder brother’ 
Jeff Baker – Nightlife bari- ’96 champs).” 

Todd’s new quartet, Artistic License, just won the 
2011 Far Western District quartet championship 
(their first time out).  
 
Scott is singing with the Masters of Harmony and 
just won his 7th gold medal with them. 
 
Don is currently singing with super-senior quartet, 
Artifacts. 
 
They don’t do any organized singing other than at 
family gatherings and an extremely rare K&S guest 
appearance.  
 
They did sing on the FWD Champs show in 2007, 
the 20th anniversary of their district championship.  
Their 25th anniversary is next year -- who knows? 
 
 

The brothers have quite an impressive list of 
International contest appearances: 

1987 Kidder and 
Sons Inc.   

1988 Kidder and 
Sons Inc.   

1994 The Rad Dads 

2001 Finale 

2001 Freestyle 

2002 Finale  

2002 Freestyle  

2003 Freestyle  

17th 

28th 

46th 

15th 

36th 

10th 

12th 

11th 

Todd/Aaron/
Scott/Don 

Todd/Aaron/
Scott/Don 

Todd 

Scott 

Todd 

Scott 

Todd 

Todd 

2003 Finale  13th Scott 

2006 VocalEase 26th Todd/Scott 

2007  VocalEase 23rd Todd/Scott 

2008 VocalEase  24th Todd/Scott 
Freestyle 2002 - Todd Kidder (T), Rich Brunner (L), 

Andy Wallace (Br), Bruce Morgan (Bs) 

Artistic License  
Rich Brunner (L), Todd Kidder (T),  
Gabe Caretto (Br), Jason Dyer (Bs) 
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Knudsen 

Curtis, Owen, Kevin, Jak, Lynn and 
Barry 
When these young men from Phoenix first appeared 
on the International stage in 1982 they only placed 
30th but won lots of fans. In 1985 they won the Far 
Western District quartet championship. 

They had their TV debut on the Donny and Marie 
Show in 1978. 
 
There are six brothers total (Curtis, Owen, Kevin, 
Jak, Lynn and Barry) with lots of switching of parts. 
Each brother can sing any part. 

 
At International the 
Knudsen Brothers placed 
30th (’82), 38th (’83), 8th 
(’84), 8th (’86) and 9th 
(’92). 
 

In 1995 they went “professional” doing corporate 
gigs and cruises with their full six-man group and in 
1996 they performed on the AIC show during the 
Indianapolis convention. In 2006 and started 
performing in Branson, Missouri where they stage a 
high-energy pure a cappella show with the promise: 
 

Just SIX Human Voices ... Period!  
Your Eyes Won’t Believe Your Ears! 

One reviewer wrote: 
“You won't believe 
what comes out of their 
mouths! Drums, bass, 
i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d 
unbeatable harmonies--
and that's just in the 
first thirty seconds!” 
 
They call their show (surprisingly enough) SIX.  
They have 8 albums so far. You can see and hear 
them here: 

www.thesixshow.com 
 

Since then, they have become the most popular show 
in Branson among lots of heavy hitters. They’ve 
been named Branson’s Entertainers of the Year 
three years running (2009, 2010 and 2011) and 
named Best Show many times. To have succeeded 
in Branson for this many years is a true indication of 
their talent and hard work. 
 
The same five brothers have been active for 36 
years. Through the past 25 years there have been 13 
different performing combinations of the brothers. 
There are actually 10 Knudsen brothers (four 
younger). 
 
Their mother, Joyce, died of cancer in 1992 but dad, 
Arnold, also lives in Branson. 
 
Currently they are working up their shows for the 
Christmas season and moving to Mickey Gilley’s 
Theatre.  
 
A book on their family is also in the works. 

The Knudsen Brothers 1983 
Kevin (Br), Jak (Bs), Lynn (L), Owen (T) 

Branson’s Entertainers of the Year  
2009, 2010 & 2011 
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Richard, Bob, Paul and Matt 
The brothers were a hit back in the ‘50s. They were 
from Sharon, Pennsylvania and the Johnny 
Appleseed District (1953 district champs). 
 
They were contest veterans and placed 4th in 1954 
and 11th in 1953 at International. Previously three of 
them appeared in the Keystone Quads and worked 
their way up through the field (1949, 23rd and 1950, 
19th), and almost won it all in 1951 (2nd place) only 
to be beaten by another set of brothers named 
Schmitt. 
   

Marron 

Tim (L) and Mike (Bs) 
Both brothers have sung in several well known 
quartets, including Three Lads and a Dad, Jet Set 
and Catcher Block all representing the Evergreen 
District. Tim is also known for his singing with 
Flashpoint. 
  
Tim tells us how they got started, “Both our parents 
were singers. Dad (Pat) was introduced to a 
barbershop chorus while in high school but only 
sang with them a few times, and had a Buffalo Bills 
album. He never forgot that sound. Years later, he 
saw the Spokane Pages of Harmony chorus sing 
publicly, and decided to join! 
 
So Mike and I started singing barbershop at age 11  

with our Dad in the Spokane chapter and Three 
Lads and a Dad quartet (Jerry Stiles as the other 
lad). We competed at district for two years with 
both! 
  
“We left the chorus to sing in high school and 
college quartets and choruses, but never forgot 
barbershop! When I was 29, I heard a local chorus 
in Puyallup, WA sing, and decided to join. Besides ... 
I'd worn out my tapes of the Bluegrass Student 
Union.” 
  
“We tossed around the idea of getting Mike back 
into barbershop about 6 years after I rejoined. I 
ended up in the hospital for a job related issue. He 
called the next day and said, ‘okay, okay, I'll join!’ I 
guess it took a brush with mortality to get him to 
jump back in!” 
  
Tim is a former director of the Northwest Vocal 
Project and has just recently been certified as a 
Society judge in the Singing category.  

 
His wife, Sandy Robinson 
Marron, is the one with all 
the REAL talent of the family. 
She is a sound category judge 
and full-time coach (world-
wide) and the tenor of Brava! 
2004 Sweet Adeline Queens 

of Harmony (Sandy on far left), former member of 
Martini and director of the Lion’s Gate chorus 
(current third place SAI chorus). 

Mike and Tim have a NEW quartet. Glee Club Riot 
organized this past February and placed 2nd at 
district. They are planning for Prelims and hopefully 
Portland next summer. 
  
Another family quartet is also possible with Mike, 
Tim and his two sons and third generation 
barbershoppers, Connor and Austin. 

Three Lads and a Dad 
Mike Marron, Tim Marron,  

Pat Marron (Dad) and Jerry Stiles 

Tim & Sandy performing “Canadian Man” with Lion’s Gate 

Lytle 
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McCormic 

Mike and Tim 
of Portland, Oregon (Evergreen District). 
With Mike on lead and Tim singing bari, these two 
brothers have been International medalists several 
times and have 12 appearances to date. Most 
recently (2008) Tim placed 4th as baritone of 
Redline with powerhouse lead and gold medalist 
Chris Vaughn (hence the name). 

The McCormic brothers are best known together for 
their performances with Flipside. They made it to 
the International stage 8 times (2000 through 2007) 
with Mike on lead and Tim on bari, placing as high 
as 5th (twice). 
 
Tim: “Both our parents sang barbershop. My Dad 
started singing with his uncles when he was a 
teenager.” Dick McCormic (tenor) won district in 
1965 with Squires Four and first made the 
International stage in ‘67. Then came High Rollers 
(1981 district champs). He sang bass and made it to 
the 1981 and 1982 Internationals. Golden Heritage 
won district in 1985 and competed in the 1986 
International. 
 
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. “We started 
singing tags when we were as young as six years 
old. I joined the Portland Barbershop Chorus in  

1973 at the Portland International and I was 14. 
Mike started the following year at age 13.”  
 
“Mike and I had our first quartet experience in 
1978-79 with the Sunnyday Sound. I also sang 
without my brother in the late 80’s with At Ease and 
early 90s singing bass with Dice (with my brother 
in-law and two pre-teen nephews).”  
 
Mike has also sung with Airwaves (a mixed group), 
and The Freddy Four, which started by doing a 
jingle for a large department store. 
 
Both brothers are without a quartet right now. Mike 
is raising his four kids and finds it hard to balance 
that with barbershop and a competitive quartet.  
 
Tim is still a member of the Salem, Oregon chapter 
(inactive) but has his ears open for his next quartet. 
His wife Kim sings bass with the current Sweet 
Adelines international silver medalist quartet, 
Touché. 

Merrill 
Charles and Arthur  
Both were Society Presidents, Charles in 1947 and 
Arthur in 1955. Both are deceased (1996 / 2005). 

Flipside 2001 – Paul Krenz (T), Mike McCormic (L), Kevin 
Stinson (Bs), Tim McCormic (Br) 

Redline – Tim McCormic (Br), Kevin Stinson (Bs),  
Chris Vaughn (L), Rick Spencer (T) 

Touché - Patty Baker (T), Gina Baker (L),  
Kim McCormic (Bs), Jan Anton (Br) 

Charles Merrill Arthur Merrill 
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Metzger 

Mark and Tom 
Bari and bass of Realtime - 2005 International 
quartet champs. They were the first gold medal 
champs from Canada. 
 
They began singing together in 1990 when Tom was 
19 and Mark was only 16. 

They are now on their FIFTH quartet, named Via 
Voice (Joseph Livesey, Douglas Broersma, Mark 
Metzger, Tom Metzger) with the replacement lead 
from Realtime and a new tenor. 
 
They also competed at international six times with 
their father, Charlie, in Counterpoint, placing as 
high as fourteenth in 2002, and prior to that 
competed several times as The Edge. 
 

Oxley 

Jeff and Justin 
Jeff has won three quartet gold medals as bass with 
Rapscallions (1984), Acoustix (1990) and MaxQ 
(2007). He has also directed the Santa Fe Springs, 
California, Masters of Harmony to their fourth 
championship (1999), and is a multiple chorus gold 
medal winner with and the Associate Director of 
Dallas’ Vocal Majority. 

 
Justin is a collegiate quartet champion with The 
Real Deal, and the tenor of Speakeasy, who won 
the SWD title in 2008 and placed 28th the same year 
at International. With Sterling, he made with three 
appearances at International, 18th in ‘03, 14th in ’04, 
and 18th in ’05. 

Via Voice - Mark Metzger (Br), Doug Broersma (L),  
Tom Metzger (Br), Joseph Livesey (T) 

Realtime - Tim Broersma (T), John Newell (L), Tom 
Metzger (Bs), Mark Metzger (Br) 

Speakeasy - Justin Oxley (T), Bret Morris (L),  
Brett Howell (Bs), Ronald Rogers (Br) 

Rapscallions - Dave Smotzer (T), Dave Wallace (L),  
Jeff Oxley (Bs), Tim Frye (Br) 
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Joe, De, Frank and Harry 
The Rice Brothers Quartet of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
started singing together at a very young age. 
 
The first blood-
brother quartet to 
compete in a 
Society National 
quartet contest. 
They entered the 
1941 contest with 
only two days of 
practice and placed 
6th. They had been 
separa ted  fo r 
several years. De and Harry lived in Los Angeles 
with Joe and Frank still home in Oklahoma. There 
were two additional Rice brothers (Bill and Bob) if 
needed. 
 
J. Frank Rice also sang for many years as lead of 
the Okie Four with OC Cash (Society’s Founder) 
on baritone. Frank was known as the “sweetest lead 
this side of heaven”.  
 
J. Frank died on July 9th, 1995 at the age of 95. 

Mike and Mark 
lead and bari of Power Play - 2003 International 
quartet champ. Power Play originally formed with 
the two Slamka brothers, their dad Jack, and another 
young friend, Jason Oyler.  
 
This foursome won the Pioneer district 
championship in 1989 when all the boys were still 
teenagers, and they first competed at international in 
1990. Cousin Don Slamka replaced Jason in 1992. 

 
Mike also won with 
Crossroads in 2009. 

The Rice Brothers - Joe Rice (Bs), De Rice (Br), J. 
Frank Rice (L), Harry Rice (T) 

Rice 

The Okie Four with Eddie Cantor - J. Frank Rice, 
Cantor, Happy Fenton, Fred Graves,  

OC Cash, Bill Downing 

The Rice Brothers 
July 1913 - Bartlesville, OK parade 

Joe, Harry, De, Bill Power Play 2003 Champs - Don Slamka (T), Mike 
Slamka (L), Jack Slamka (Bs), Mark Slamka (Br) 

Crossroads - 2009 Champs 
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Joe, Jim, Paul and Fran 
Schmitt Brothers were Joe (Tenor), Jim (Lead), 
Paul (Baritone), Fran (Bass) 1951 International 
quartet champs 
  
They came from a family of seventeen children, 
comprised of six girls and eleven boys, from Two 
Rivers, Wisconsin.  
  
There was always a piano in the Schmitt family 
home which made for lots of singing. 
  
They were members of the St. Luke Catholic 
Church. In 1949 they were “kicked out” of the 
church choir (they didn’t know why) so they decided 
to form their own singing group. 
  
Soon afterwards they were introduced to the Society 
and joined and then won the 1950 Land O’ Lakes 
District Quartet Championship after only five public 
performances. Going into the 1951 International, the 
quartet practiced daily for the month prior to the 
contest. They won only 16 months after they had 
formed the quartet. When they won they were 20 
(Jim), 23 (Paul), 24 (Joe) and 35 (Fran). 
  
They had many special appearances: The Lawrence 
Welk Show, The Arthur Godfrey Show, Carnegie 
Hall, and on July 7, 1951, right after winning, The 
Ed Sullivan Show in New York City. They also 
performed with the Ringling Brothers Circus at 
Madison Square Garden. 
  
In total, the Schmitt Brothers sang 2,857 
performances over a 35-year career. 

In 1976 and 2001, on the 25th and 50th anniversary of 
winning the championship, they appeared at the 
convention with a “chorus” of family members. 

Here in 2001 the last surviving member, Jim, who 
had 12 children of his own, paid tribute to his 
brothers. 
 
All are gone now. Joe (58) died in 1985, Paul (58) in 
1986, Fran (74) in 1991 and Jim (76) in 2007. 
 
Starling 

Wils and Ron 
Lead and bass of the Four Chorders made the top 
five four times and were the first Canadian quartet to 
compete in United States (1948 Oklahoma City). 
 
We were able to talk with Ron. He tells us, “Music 
has always been a part of the Starling family fabric. 
Interest in musical chords and arrangements began 
in 1925 when my mother, a member of the Egerton 
Baptist Church choir, met my father, the newly-
hired organist and choir director. Their common 
love for religious music expanded to contemporary 
selections when they joined family gatherings at 
Christmas, Easter and weddings where singing, 
musical skits and instrument playing were part of 
the entertainment. My grandmother was one of  

Schmitt 

Schmitt Bros 1951 Champs  
Jim  (L), Fran (Bs), Joe (T), Paul (Br)  

Four Chorders  1948 District champs - Wils Starling (L), 
Art Patterson (T), Gerry Crooks (Br), Ron Starling (Bs)  
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twenty-one children so there were many voices to 
enjoy the familiar songs of the day.” 
 
Wils and I began singing with our younger sister, 
Lavella, at an early age. With our mother providing 
piano accompaniment, the three of us were invited to 
perform at various social events and banquets in 
London. One event which reached the interest of the 
local paper The London Free Press in 1936 took 
place the night we performed “The Wedding of Jack 
and Jill” at church. We were nine, eight and six. 

Our passion for barbershop singing began in Sir 
Adam Beck High School where Dr. Donald Wright, 
our music teacher, renowned for teaching the entire 
school to sing in four-part harmony, requested a 
barbershop quartet for one of Beck’s Variety Nights. 
The evening of his request, Wils and I met at Art 
Patterson's home, along with Gerry Crooks, where 
we practiced “Who Threw the Overalls In Mistress 
Murphy's Chowder.” The next morning, Don heard 
us sing, enthusiastically endorsed our effort and 
said, “That's fine. Now, get up an encore.” Thus, 
began a singing career which lasted for twenty 
years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Money was in short supply in our family in the early 
40’s as my father died when Wils and I were in our 
early teens. We viewed quartet singing as a way to 
support our mother and sister. Competitiveness 
never entered our thoughts. We sang because we felt 
we needed to in order to help our mother with 
household expenses. 
 
Now retired and in our eighties, Wils and I live in 
London where we currently enjoy the musical talents 
of the younger members in our families. My nineteen 
year old granddaughter plays violin in the 
Community Symphony Orchestra, her older sister 
attends Nipissing University and sings in the choir 
there and Wils’s two granddaughters sing in choirs 
at Wesley-Knox United Church. 
 
Happily, delight in harmonious chords continues. 

Four Chorders  
1951 4th place again 

Four Chorders  
1950 4th place 

Four Chorders  
Int’l Contest History 

1948 20th 

1949 18th 

1950 4th 

1951 4th 

1952 3rd 

  1953* 2nd 

1954 6th 

* missed the gold medals by 
only 181 pts  
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Jim, Dick “Richie” and Bobby 
Bari, bass and tenor of the Four Rascals of Salem, 
Massachusetts are only a handful of the men who 
can honestly claim they were “almost” the champs. 
When they began they were essentially a quartet of 
“four baritones”. 

 
Jimmy explains how it all got started. “My father 
loved to sing harmony at our family gatherings and 
Bob and I (who were closer in age than the rest of 
the siblings) sang our separate parts along with 
them.  
   
“Willie Beaulieu (lead) and I (tenor) started singing 
as a duet together in 1947 at Warren Street  

playground, when the playground instructor heard 
us singing and wanted us to sing for the playground 
meeting Friday night. Six months later brother Bob 
started singing bari with us, as we both had a 
natural ability to sing harmony. We sang as a trio 
for about a year and a half. 
 
We were singing at the PAL show in Lynn, 
Massachusetts. Frank Spirito was the administrator 
and introduced us to a tap dancer named Tommy 
Stefiari who could sing and started singing lead 
with us. After singing one night during the Salem 
chapter meeting, Frank asked what the quartet’s 
name should be. An old timer named Phil Reagan 
spoke out saying “they looked like rascals to me”. 
From that point forward we were The Four Rascals. 

A very close friend of mine, Bob Pierce, replaced 
Tommy Stefiari and sang lead, then brother Rickie 
replaced Willie Beaulieu singing bass. In the late 
fifties, Bob Pierce went into the service and was 
replaced by Tommy Spirito, a former quartet 
member of the Curly Tops of the Salem chapter. 
Now we have Jimmy, Bobby and Richie Vienneau 
and Tom Spirito who went on to 
win the district championship. 
Then Bob Vienneau left for the 
service and Don Dobson came in 
to sing tenor, also a former of the 
Curly Tops. We now have the 
quartet that went on to win 
numerous competitions. 
 
Northeastern District President 
Don Dobson was a real fan of the 
quartet even before joining them. 
He helped them to create the 
image of rough and tumble kids 
with knickers, caps (outfits they 
had custom made) and the 
trademark black eye. 

Vienneau 

Four Rascals 
Tom Spirito, Don Dobson, Richie Vienneau, Jim Vienneau 

Four Rascals Int’l  
Contest History  

1959* 34 

1960 21 

1961 14 

1962 7 

1963 5 

1964 4 

1965 2 

1966** 2  
*with brother Robert 

“Bobby” Vienneau, on 
tenor 

** only 95 points from 
the gold 

The Original Four Rascals - Willie Beaulieu, Bobby 
Vienneau,  Jimmy Vienneau, Tommy Stefiari 

Four Rascals 
Don Dobson, Tom Spirito, Jim Vienneau, Richie Vienneau 
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Don convinced them to enter the 1959 NE district 
contest only two months before the contest – They 
WON it. 

Later Jim joined Kent Martin, Rich Knapp and 
Bob Pierce to create The Midas Touch. They 
qualified for the 1968 International and placed 14th. 
 
Rich Knapp and Kent Martin went on to sing with a 
group called the Boston Common (1980 champs). 
 
Between Tommy Spirito and Rich Knapp ... Jim got 
to sing with the two of the greatest leads in the 
history of the Society. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Where Are They Now? 
  

Richie Vienneau passed away in 2001 from a heart 
attack. He was 71. 
 
Tommy Spirito is in poor health and lives at home 
in Lynn, Massachusetts with his family. 
 
Jimmy Vienneau lives in New Hampshire and 
occasionally coaches quartets. 
 
Bobby Vienneau (74) lives in Revere, 
Massachusetts  
 
Don Dobson is in Wilmington, North Carolina 
singing in the chapter chorus. 

Wright 
Wayne and David    
Both are Society certified 
judges. David is in the 
Music category and Wayne 
judges Presentation. David 
is also one of the 
preeminent arrangers for 

the Society. 
  
Wayne explains: “We have sung all of our lives 
starting in church. We started quartetting with our 
parents when David was 7 or 8 and I was 11 or 12.  
  
Our parents were both good singers. Dad was a 
song leader in church (as well as a preacher) and 
taught us to read music with shaped notes, a 
tradition that originated with gospel music singing 
schools in the South during the ‘20s and ‘30s. (We 
both still visualize the shaped notes when we look at 
music . . . our Dad would say that conventional 
music was all “sol’s”.)  

We sang in a family quartet early on with Mom & 
Dad and later with church friends. 
 
I don't think there was ever any sibling rivalry. I 
always accepted that David was musically more 
talented and he always allowed that I was better 
looking.  
 
David, as a child, would sit in church during the 
sermon and rearrange notes in the hymnal to make 
the chords to his liking and we would sing his 
“new” arrangements later. 
 
I began barbershop in 1971 after college with the 
Coles County Chapter in Charleston, IL under Tom 
Woodall. David visited me one summer during a  

David, Wayne, Larry Ray, & Gerry Spencer 
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break from his studies at Columbia 
University and I took him with me to 
chorus rehearsal. A year or so later 
when he had graduated and moved to 
St. Louis, he joined St. Louis #1 
Chapter and the rest is history.  
 
We are both still singing and judging, David in St. 
Charles, Missouri with the Ambassadors of 
Harmony and me in Sterling, Illinois.  
 
Wayne and David both judged the 2006 Indy 
International – this was the first time two brothers 
had sat on the same panel. 
 
David is married to Sandi who is a double gold 
medalist with the Sweet Adelines (Tetrachords 
(1978) / Ambiance (1986), a current Harmony, Inc. 
silver medalist with Blaze, and the first to be a 
certified judge in both women’s barbershop 
organizations simultaneously.  
 
David has taught the History of Barbershop class 
at the Society’s Harmony University every year 
since 1986. 
 

Wright 

Greg and Larry 
These two first began as members of the very 
innovative Sundowners quartet. With Larry on lead 
and Greg on tenor, they made a lasting impression 
on shows as well as the contest stage. 

They never placed out of the top five with the 
Sundowners (1966 through 1971) even after Greg 
moved to bari. 

 
Larry then joined 139th Street 
Quartet and continued his 
winning streak and another 10 
International appearances, never 
placing below 10th. 

Greg went on to sing with Chicago News, winning 
the gold in 1981. This made him the ONLY man to 
win all five medals IN ORDER.  
 
Larry continues to be a prolific and progressive 
arranger for both men and women, with great current 
popularity and many titles. 

Sundowners Int’l 
Contest History 

1966 5th Greg tenor 

1967 4th  Greg tenor 

1968 4th  Greg tenor 

1969  3rd Greg bari 

1970 2nd Greg bari 

1971 2nd Greg bari 

1979 5th 

1980 6th 

1981 7th 

1982 8th 

1983 7th 

1984 10th  

1985 9th 

1986 6th 

1987 4th 

1988 6th 

10 Years of 139th 
Street Quartet 

w/ Larry on lead 

Sundowners 1971 
Jack Hayes (T), Larry Wright 

(L), Doug Smith (Bs),  
Greg Wright (Br) 

139th Street - Jim Kline (Bs), 
Doug Anderson (T), Larry Wright 

(L), Pete Neushul (Br) 

Chicago News 1981 Champs - Ray Henders (T), Butch 
Koch (L), Tom Felgen (Bs), Greg Wright (Br) 
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Calvin and Willard  
Lead and bass of Rural Route 4 - 1986 International 
quartet champs. 
 
Organized in 1971 by four residents of Cass County, 
Missouri, the quartet would not win the gold until 15 
years and two personnel changes later. Along the 
way were dozens of contests, from the chapter to 
international level, and years of hard work. But there 
was fun too, as the RR4 gradually built a reputation 
as one of the most entertaining show quartets 
around. 

Brothers Calvin and Willard Yoder, lead and bass 
respectively and the owners of a dairy farm, plus 
bari Rufus Kenagy, also a farmer, and tenor 
Everett Roth, a carpenter, were the original 
members of the group. 

They qualified for their first international contest in 
1976 in San Francisco, finishing in 21st place. The 
next eight years were a roller coaster - in the top ten 
three times, out of the top ten twice and laying out 
three years when the wives proclaimed, “We're not 
spending this vacation at a contest!” 
 
Meanwhile, Rufus had dropped out in 1977 and was 
replaced by Jim Bagby, an Associated Press 
newsman from Kansas City who had coached the 
quartet since 1972. Everett was replaced by Don 
Kahl, a respiratory therapist, in 1983.  
 
Finally in 1985 at the 
Minneapolis convention, the 
RR4 earned fifth-place 
bronze medals. The following 
year, to their own surprise 
more than anyone else’s, they 
jumped to the number one 
spot. 

Later Wes 
would join his 
dad’s famous 
quartet. This 
year they 
celebrated the 
25th 
anniversary of 
their win. 
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Yoder 

Rural Route 4 - 1986 Champs - Jim Bagby (Br), Willard 
Yoder (Bs), Calvin Yoder (L), Don Kahl (T) 

Rural Route 4 - 1977 - Everett Roth (T), Calvin Yoder 
(L), Willard Yoder (Bs), Rufus Kenagy (Br) 

Editor’s Note 
I really enjoyed speaking with these 

brothers while working on this feature. 
 

My thanks to all who responded and made 
this special issue possible. I know we must 

have overlooked some brothers  
(but not many). Sorry. 

 
The commonality of all these talented men 
is clearly the LOVE of singing together ... 

as brothers. 
 

My sincere thanks to all of them. 
gk 

With Cal’s son Wes on bari 
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